INTRODUCTION I
nternational relations naturally have a deep and lasting impact on mutual images. Dramatic events over the last hundred years have coloured the way Japanese and Russians see each other. At the time of the Russo-Japanese War , members of the Japanese intelligentsia saw Russia through masterpieces of Russian literature, whereas the average Japanese 'was dependent on popular media to characterize the enemy'.
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In the context of rising nationalism and war hysteria, ordinary Japanese formed images of Russians through media and propaganda prints depicting the war that were imbued with racism, nationalism and heroism. The prints presented Japanese military leaders and foot soldiers as disciplined, ethical and courageous, and their Russian enemies as undisciplined, arrogant, cruel and cowardly. On the other hand, Russian war posters relied upon equally denigrating stereotypes of Japanese: 'knock-kneed weaklings, slant-eyed, yellow-skinned, and, for some reason, shaggy-haired -a puny kind of monkey, invariably dubbed "Japs" and "macaques" '. 2 These stereotypes have been analysed in Chapter 4 of this volume.
After the Second World War, these stereotypes gave way to new images, in many cases equally unreal as can be seen in the chapters by Melnikova, Smorgunov, Mikhailova and Torchinov. Russians, for example, became fascinated with Japanese art, poetry, and, most recently, anime and other forms of Japanese popular culture.
Whether crude caricatures in war prints and posters or idealized images derived from works of art and literature, stereotypes have governed mutual perceptions and attitudes. Unfortunately, they have not been a subject of sufficient scholarly interest, although literature on encounters between the two countries is abundant.
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What is also lacking is an in-depth study of contemporary RussianJapanese mutual perceptions. This chapter focuses on images held by ordinary Russians and Japanese; instead of looking at the formation of mutual perceptions through art, literature, film, or mass media, it seeks to analyse first-hand encounters between ordinary people. We seek to reveal patterns of image formations through a study of mundane interactions between the Russians and the Japanese in contemporary Japan. Moreover, we examine the mutual perceptions of Russians and Japanese living in provincial Japan. It is in these areas, rather than in large cities such as Tokyo or Osaka, that we are able to more directly and readily observe the impact of direct encounters between Russians and Japanese on mutual images. We are concerned literally with how Russians and Japanese see each other in real life situations. 4 Equally important, the view from provincial Japan reveals that Russians and Japanese are beginning to view each other as geographical neighbours rather than distant peoples with disparate cultures and incompatible interests. Moreover, the prospects of growing economic ties between Russia and Japan in the twenty-first century, particularly between the Russian Far East and Hokkaido, offer the possibility of closer human contacts between the two nations.
OBJECTIVES
Japan today receives few Russian visitors. Out of the 6,120,709 foreign nationals who entered Japan in 2005, for example, only 56,391 (0.9%) were Russian citizens. In comparison, 1,607,457 South Koreans entered Japan, representing 26.3% of the total number of foreign nationals entering the country, followed by 1,248,248 Chinese from Taiwan (20.4%), 746,921 American citizens (12.2%), 463,273 Chinese from the People's Republic (7.6%), and 132,745 Filipinos (2.2%).
5 Similarly, Russians constitute a very small part of the foreign population registered in Japan. In 2004, for example, only 7,164 Russian residents were registered in the country, representing less than 0.4% of the total number of registered foreigners (1,973,747). 6 Small as the Russian presence in contemporary Japan may be, it is nonetheless significant. Russians represent a fairly recent presence, catching many host communities unprepared and occasionally causing social and cultural friction. Moreover, the number of the Russians visiting Japan, though small, has steadily grown since the mid-1990s and continues to grow. Serious research into the Russian presence in contemporary Japan is miniscule, especially when compared with work done on Russians in Japan in the nineteenth and the early twentieth centuries. 7 Virtually all Japanese contemporary studies of immigrants and minorities place the Russians into the undifferentiated category of 'others', focusing instead on larger ethnic groups such as Koreans, Chinese, Japanese Brazilians and Filipinos.
